Days of Revolution
were not arrested ? " ' My answer was, " Because I
committed no offence ! "
" I don't know about that," he retorted, " but I do
know that the high command of the army wanted
your arrest and asked your employer to dismiss you
from your position in the metal trust. But your em-
ployer declared he would not dismiss you ; that your
activities after office hours were none of his concern.
He said he was convinced, however, that you would
not work against the interests of the nation, and he
was willing to give a guarantee for your loyal attitude.
This guarantee gave you your liberty.9'
I was amazed. Of course I was convinced I had
acted during the entire war in the best interests of
the nation. But the chivalry of my employer in
assuming such an undertaking with the highest
military authority, without mentioning a word to
me, was impressive indeed.
Things had finally begun to move rapidly in Berlin,
too. A Council of People's Representatives was
formed, taking the place of a central government.
My friend and party leader, Hugo Haase, was one
of the members. They rendered accounts to the
newly formed Workers' and Soldiers' Councils of
Berlin. The Kaiser and the Crown Prince had
renounced the throne. Strangely enough, the news
of this event did not provoke a sensation. The
German monarchy's abdication was acknowledged
without regret.
Our Workers' Council undertook its duties immedi-
ately. It elected its executive, of which I became a
member with the function of secretary. The council
was very popular. Many personalities and people of
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